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known to be vain. It is, however, to be lamented, that
those who are most capable of improving mankind, very
frequently neglect to communicate their knowledge ; either
because it is more pleasing to gather ideas than to impart
them, or because, to minds naturally great, few things
appear of so much importance as to deserve the notice of
the publick.

About the year 1634y, he is supposed to have returned
to London;-and the next year to have written his cele-
brated treatise, called Religio Medici, " the religion of a
physicianz," which he declares himself never to have in-
tended for the press, having composed it only fof his own
exercise and entertainment. It, indeed, contains many
passages, which, relating merely to his own person, can be
of no great importance to the publick; but when it was
written, it happened to him as to others, he was too much
pleased with his performance, not to think that it might
please others as much; he, therefore, communicated it to
his friends, and receiving, I suppose, that exuberant ap-
plause with which every man repays the grant of perusing
a manuscript, he was not very diligent to obstruct his own
praise by recalling his papers, but suffered them to wander
from hand to hand, till, at last, without his own consent,
they were, in 1642, given to a printer.

This has, perhaps, sometimes befallen others; and this,
I am willing to believe, did really happen to Dr. Browne :
but there is, surely,, some reason to doubt the truth of the
complaint so frequently made of surreptitious editions.
A song, or an epigram, may be easily printed without the
author's knowledge; because it may be learned when it is
repeated, or may be written out with very littlfe trouble;
but a long treatise, however elegant, is not often copied
by mere zeal or curiosity, but may be worn out in passing
from hand to hand, before it is multiplied by a transcript.
It is easy to convey an imperfect book, by a distant hand,
to the press, and plead the circulation of a false copy, as

y Biographia Britannica.

2 Letter to sir Kenelm Digby, prefixed to the Religio Medici, fol. edit.